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BOROUGH  OP  TEITTERDEN 


ANNUAL  REPORTS  OF  THE  IVEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH  AIUD^OF  T!iE  CHCT  SAIIITARY  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR '1952. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Alderoan  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  first  Annual 
Report  -  for  the  year  1952, 

The  Registrar-General  estimated  that  your  Home 
Population  at  the  mid-year  v/as  4? 236.  Having  regard  to 
the  fact  that  this  is  not  a  large  population,  that  it  is 
predominantly  residential  and  agricultural,  and  that  your 
climate  and  environment  should  not  be  prejudicial  to  good 
health  it  should  be  expected  that  the  vital  statistics  and 
health  records  of  the  Borough  Would  not  reveal  any  serious 
morbidity  or  mortality  from  disease.  This  assumption  is 
borne  out  by  the  health  records  for  1952. 

The  crude  death-rate  was  11,1  per  1,000  resident 
population.  When  corrected  by  the  Registrar  General's 
Comparability  Factor  to  a  standard  population  with  normal 
distribution  of  age  groups  and  sexes  the  death  rate  becomes 
7,44.  This  indicates  that  there  is  a  large  age-group  of 
old  people  in  the  Borough,  by  whose  deaths  the  crude  rate  is 
raised  to  11,1.  This  is  also  shown  by  the  age-grouping 
of  the  deaths  which  occurred  in  the  Borough  during  the  year. 
The  highest  number  of  deaths  occurred  between  the  ages  of 
81  and  85  years  inclusive,  the  percentage  being  23yo*  The 
second  highest  number  occurred  between  the  ages  of  76  -  80 
inclusive  viz,  19;o,  and  the  third  highest  number  between 
the  ages  of  86  -  90  inclusive  viz,  15^.  It  is  seen  therefore 
that  37/^  of  all  the  deaths  occurred  over  the  age  of  75  years, 
70^^  over  the  age  of  70  years  and  87/o  over  the  age  of  60  years. 

The  chief  cause  of  deaths  (see  table)  was  due  to 
diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  and  as 
indicated  above  those  occurred  chiefly  amongst  the  aged, 
concomitant  with  the  degenerations  of  old  age. 

As  expected,  Cancer  was  the  second  chief  cause  of  deaths. 
Those,  also,  occurred  chiefly  amongst  the  aged,  .  Early 
diagnosis  is  essential  for  successful  treatment.  Cancer  of 
the  lung  has  greatly  increased  in  incidence  during  recent 
decennia,  and  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  there  were  no 
deaths  from  this  cause. 

There  was  one  death  amongst  infants,  due  to  Atalectasis, 
and  the  infantile  mortality  rate  per  1 ,000  live  births  was 
accordingly  16,67.  It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  there  were 
no  infant  deaths  due  to  avoidable  causes.  The  value  of  the 
Maternity  and  Child  7/elfare  Services  is  reflected  in  this 
figure  and  in  liaison  with  the  Practitioners,  the  Midwives 
and  Health  Visitors  have  a  responsible  part  to  play  in 
their  visits  to  the  home  and  the  environs  of  tlie  family. 

The  Child  Welfare  Centre  is  well  attended,  but  suitable 
premises  are  urgently  required.  The  County  Council,  however, 
have  a  scheme  in  hand  to  erect  an  'ad  hoc'  pro-fabricated 
hutment  on  a  convenient  site,  reserved  for  this  purpose 

It  is  also  pleasing  that  there  were  no  maternal  deaths 
which  is  an  index  of  the  skill  and  care  devoted  by  all  those 
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engaged  in  the  Midv/ifery  and  Maternity  Services. 

There  was  only  one  still-birth  and  this  also  is  an 
index  of  careful  ante-natal  supervision  and  skilled 
attendance  at  child-birth,  In  all,  there  were  6o  live- 
births  giving  a  crude  birth-rate  of  14.16  per  1,000 
resident  population,  and  using  the  Registrar  General’s 
Coraparability  Factor,  i.e.  1.09,  the  rate  comparable 
with  other  Districts  is  15.43.  The  rate  is  now  inclined 
to  become  stabilised  around  15,  following  the  relatively 
high  rates  which  occurred  after  the  war. 

There  was  no  epidemic  of  infectious  disease, 
and  those  which  occurred  were  few. 

Only  one  case  of  V/liooping  Cough,  and  five  cases  of 
Measles  wore  notified.  These  figures  however,  are 
fortuitous,  as  Measles  and  ^llhooping  Cough  are  endemic  and 
coiiimonljr  spread  quickly  through  susceptible  children, 
being  most  infectious  before  they  are  usually  suspected 
or  identified.  It  is  worth  keeping  in  mind  that  Gamma 
Globulin  is  available  from  the  County  Laboratory  for  the 
prevention  or  attenuation  of  an  attack  of  Measles.  This 
is  indicated  in  certain  instances  when  it  is  undesirable 
that  a  child  should  suffer  from  the  disease,  particularly 
if  suffering  from  other  serious  illness.  The  most  common 
and  dangerous  complication  of  Measles  and  ’Thooping  Cough 
is  bronch-pneumonia,  which  comm.only  appears  suddenly  in 
infants  and  may  become  advanced  within  a  fev/  hours.  It 
should  also  be  noted  that  \i7hooping  Cough  causes  more  deaths 
amongst  children  under  five  years  than  any  other  infectious 
disease  throughout  the  Country. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  research  at  present  proceeding 
into  the  new  ant i-7t/ho oping  Cough  vaccines,  will  substantiate 
the  claims  being  made  that  they  effectively  prevent  the 
disease. 

Only  two  cases  of  Acute  Primary  or  Influenzal 
Pneumonia  were  notified,  and  are  only  of  statistical 
interest . 

One  case  of  Pood  Poisoning  occurred,  caused  by  the 
Salmonella  typlii -murium  organism.  This  is  the  most 
common  of  the  Pood  Poisoning  organisms  and  sporadic 
isolated  cases  appear  in  the  area  from  time  to  time.  The 
gastro-enteritis  caused  by  this  organisms  is  usually 
comparatively  mild,  but  rarely  it  can  be  very  severe  and 
mai^  cause  death.  Scrupulous  care  and  hygiene  in  the 
manufacture,  preparation,  distribution  and  sale  of  food 
are  essential  to  prevent  contamination  by  the  Pood  Poisoning 
organisms  to  v/hich  a  large  variety  of  animals  including 
birds  and  fovvl,  act  as  hosts,  and  it  should  always  be 
remembered  that  flies,  rats  and  mice  are  common  convectors. 
The  standards  of  hygiene  and  of  equipment  in  shops,  cafes 
restaurants  and  hotels  and  other  places  where  food  and 
drink  are  prepared  and  consui'iied  have  greatly  improved  within 
recent  years  but  regular  inspection  and  vigilance  are 
essential. 

Only  two  new  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  were 
notified  and  there  were  no  non-respiratory  or  bovine 
cases  (See  table).  It  is  very  satisfactory  that  the  milk 
s:upplies  of  the  Borough  are  either  pasteurised  or  are  from 
Tuberculin  Tested  herds,  and  it  will  be  seen  from  the  table 
that  no  cases  of  Bovine  Tubej^culosds  were  notified,  which 
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is  an  index  of  the  safeness  of  pasteurised  and  of 
tuberculin  tested  milk.  Recent  advances  in  the  treatment 
of  Tuberculosis  by  chemo-therapy  have  been  very  encouraging, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  research  being  conducted  into 
immunisation  with  the  B.C.G.  vaccine  will  substantiate 
the  claims  made  by  informed  opinion  that  it  is  effective 
in  inducing  irmunitj?-,  it  is  also  desirable  that  Mass 
Radiography  should  bo  extended  to  include,  at  least, 
all  the  more  vulnerable  groups  of  the  community,  such  as 
the  adolescent  age “group. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
thank  you  for  your  interest  and  oo-'-operation  in  the  work 
of  the  Department  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  their 
loyal  and  efficient  co-operation. 

I  am. 


Your  obedient  servant, 
J.  JiARSHALL. 
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SECTION  A. 

STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  DISTRICT 

FOR  1952. 


Area:-  8,9U6  acres. 

Registrar-Ceneral’o  Estimate  of:- 

The  Resident  Population 

Nw.ber  of  Iiihabited  Houses  According 
to  the  Rate  Books 

Rateable  Value 

Sura  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 


...  4,236 

. . .  i , 364 

. ..  £30,712 

.  .  .  £120 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Tenterden  England 
Borough  and 

Total  M.  P.  District  Wales 


1, 

Live  Births 

(a)  Legitimate- 

60 

33 

27 

Birth  Rate 
per  1 ,000 

I4*i  6 

15.3 

56 

31 

25 

estimated 

resident 

(b;  Ill...  '.’.t;imato 

4 

2 

2 

population 

2, 

Stillbirths 

(a)  Legitimate 

1 

1 

- 

Rate  per 

1 ,000  total 

16.39 

mm 

1 

1 

(live  and 
still) 

(b)  Illegitimate 

wm 

•• 

births. 

3. 

Deaths 

47 

14 

33 

Death  rate 

11,1 

11.3 

per  1 ,000 
resident 

•  '7 

population 

U. 

Deaths  from  Pregnancy 

Rate  per 

.  0,72 

Childbirth  and 

1 ,000  (live 

Abortion  •  >  - 

- 

- 

- 

and  still) 

t  , 

births. 

5* 

Deaths  of  Infants 

under  One  Year 

of 

Age 

1 

1 

mm 

(a)  Legitimate 

1 

1 

- 

(b)  Illegitimate 

«« 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  16,67  27«6 

Rate  re ■ legitimate  infants  17«86 

Rate  re  illegitimate  infants 


6,  Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ,,,  6 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and 

Diarrhoea  • . •  . . , 

Deaths  from  Measles  . 


The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified 
during  the  year  1952, 


Acute  Primary  or  Influenzal 
Pneumonia  , . , 
Wno oping  Cough 
Measles  , , , 

Pood  Poisoning  , . , 


2 

1 

5 

1 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

k. 

5. 

6* 

7* 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

1U. 

15. 

16. 

17. ' 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21 . 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


CAUSES  OF  DSAT-i  IN  TENTERDEN  BOROUGH  DURING 


ALL  CAUSES 


!  Males  Females  I 


14 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria, 

Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
Malignant  neoplasm, 

Ij^alignant  neoplasm, 

Malignant  neoplasm. 

Malignant  neoplasm, 


diseases 

stomach 

lung,  bronchus 
breast 
uterus 


Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . . 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease  . , 

Other  circulatory  disease  .< 

Influenza  . . 

Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  .. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . , 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ., 

Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide  , 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . 


1  1 

/  ' 


1 

1 

2 

1 


33 


1  ! 

^1  ! 

1  ' 

I 

^  ! 
5  I 
3  ’ 

t 

8  I 

3  i 

—  i 


Immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  1952 
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SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTAJhCES  OF  TIB  AREA 


1 •  Water  Supply. 

The  Cranbrook  District  Water  Company  supplies  the 
whole  of  the  Borough,  excepting  Reading  Street  and  parts 
of  Swain  Road,  which  have  no  water  supply,  other  than 
from  shallow  wells.  The  Council  has  however  a  scheme  in 
being  to  remedy  this  deficiency, 

Se-ven  samples  of  the  Cranbroolc  Company’s  supply  were 
taken  for  bacteriological  examination  and  all  were 
satisfactory.  Two  samples  were  taken  for  chemical 
examination  and  these  did  not  show  any  indication  of 
contamination.  The  chemical  analyses  have  shown,  however, 
that  the  water  contains  an  excess  of  manganese  from  time 
to  time:  e.g,  one  sample  contained  2  ,3  parts  per  million. 

The  water  also  contains  iron  but  most  of  this  is  removed  at 
the  source  by  a  process  of  oxidation  by  aeration.  It  is 
considered  by  informed  opinion,  that  even  small  traces  of 
manganese  and  iron  may  cause  considerably  incrustation  of 
the  supply  system,  by  forming  insoluble  or  colloidal  oxides 
and  hydroxides.  The  pressure  of  the  water  consequently 
becomes  reduced,  and  at  more  remote  points  in  the  supply 
system  may  become  minimal  v/hen  there  is  no  boosting  pressure. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Company  had  planned  to  instal 
a  treatment  plant  for  the  removal  of  manganese,  but  were 
prevented  frcxn  doing  so  by  the  onset  of  the  last  war  and 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  put  the  scheme  in  hand.  Periodic 
scraping  of  the  mains  and  the  use  of  Booster  Pumps  are 
necessary  to  keep  the  pressure  maintained  at  a  reasonable 
level  in  the  furthermost  service  pipes. 

A  piped  wator-supplj’’  to  Reading  Street  is  particularly 
desirable,  as  apart  from  the  need  of  the  residents,  there  is 
an  Inn  which  is  dependant  on  a  shallow  well  for  its  sole 
supply.  Samples  of  this  water  have  been  most  misatisfactory 
bacteriologically  although  repairs  to  the  well  have  been 
'  done  quite  recently.  Instructions  have  been  issued  to  boil 
the  v/ater  before  use, 

2 .  Drainage  ,  Sev/erage  and  Sewage  Disposal  • 

About  75^  of  dwellings  are  on  main  sewerage,  the  sewage 
■  being  piped  to  the  Council’s  Disposal  V/orks  at  Rolvenden. 

The  remaining  25^  of  dwelling  houses  are  scattered  and 
•isolated  and  it  would  be  impracticable  to  provide  them  with 
main  sewerage  and  drainage.  Most  of  these  latter  houses 
have  cesspools  or  septic  tanlcs  and  the  owners  or  occupiers  are 
responsible  for  'emptying  at  regular  intervals.  Only  a  few 
complaints  of  nuisance  are  received  from  time  to  time, 
but  it  is  necessary  to  guard  against  the  fouling  of  ditches 
and  watercourses  by  overflow  from,  cesspools  and  septic  tanks, 
too  infrequently  em.ptied. 

There  were  no  major  developments  or  extensions  during 
the  year. 
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3*  Houslnp;, 


The  following  number  of 

new  houses  have 

been  built 

the  Council  since  the  last 

war. 

Council 

Private 

1947 

8 

12 

1948 

40 

5 

1949 

24 

9 

1950 

16 

3 

1951 

— 

3 

1952 

44 

6 

132 

38 

There  is  still  a  waiting  list  of  about  130  applicants. 
Repairs  to  houses  Y/ere  effected  in  five  cases. 

4.  Hop-^pickers  Camps. 

There  were  five  Camps  Y/ithin  the  District  accommodating 
about  400  persons.  Growers  were  circularised  regarding 
the  requirements  of  the  Bye-laws  before  the  commencement 
of  picking,  and  inspections  were  made  before,  during  and 
after  picking.  All  the  Camps  have  main  water  supplies  and 
in  general  conditions  were  satisfactory, 

5 *  Eradication  of  Vermin, 

Six  dwellings  were  fovm.d  to  be  infested  by  fleas  and 
after  treatment  there  v/as  no  recurrence  of  the  infestation. 
No  infestation  by  bugs  v/as  reported  or  or  found  during  the 
year. 

Nursing  Homes. 

There  is  one  registered  Nursing  Home  within  the 
District.  The  total  number  of  beds  was  18,  consisting  of 
10  maternity  and  8  medical,  surgical  or  chronic  sick. 

Regular  inspections  were  made  and  at'  each  inspection 
the  Home  was  found  to  reach  a  high  standard. 

7 •  Milk  Supplies > 

There  are  4  registered  Distributors  of  milk  and  one 
registered  Dairy  in  the  Borough,  All  the  supplies  are 
pasteurised  except  one  which  is  tuberculin-tested. 

14  saraples  of  the  pasteurised  supplies  were  taken,  two 
of  v/hich  failed  to  pass  the  phosphatase  and  methylene  blue 
tests. 


2  samples  of  the  tuberculin  tested  supply  were  taken  and 
both  were  satisfactory, 

8,  Meat  and  other  Foods, 


There  are  two  small  slaughter-houses  attached  to 
butcher’s  shops,  in  which  emergency  slaughtering  only  is 
done. 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


No.  killed 
No.  inspected 


All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Vtdiole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  or^^an  was 
condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  v/ith 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis , 


Tuberculosis  only 

Y/liole  carcases  condenmed 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Percentage  of  the  nuraber 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis. 


Cattle  ‘  ;  Sheep  ■ 

e^nludin::  Cows ;  Calves;  and  j  Pigs  ; 

Cows  .  ;  !  L^iibs  j  _  _  j 

I  '  j . 1  .  i 

-  :  1  i  3  j 

.  f  ;  i  I 

-  i  -  j  -  M  5 


Places  wliere  food  is  prepared  and  consuraed  were 
regularly  inspected  and  generally  the  standards  were  found 
to  bo  satisfactory. 


32  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken^  1 5  of  which  were 
Grade  1,  16  Grade  11  and  1  Grade  111.  In  all,  there  are 
17  Ice-cream,  vendors. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District 
Details  of  Inspection  v/ork  carried  out:- 

No.  of  Visits 


Kop-pickers  Camps  ... 

Bakehouses  ... 

Slaughterhouses  ... 

Other  food  preparing  places 
Milk  samples  ... 

Ice  Cream  Samples  ... 

Patories  ... 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
Keeping  of  Animals  ... 

Sanitary  Accommodation 
Drainage  ... 

Cesspools  ... 


(exluding  ice  cream.) 


•  •  • 

•  •  • 
«  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 


•  • 
•  • 


•  • 

•  • 

»  ♦ 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 


•  •  • 
•  •  • 


•  •  • 
•  «  • 
•  •  • 


•  •  • 

•  »  • 


5 

2 

6 
30 
18 
29 

1 

6 

4 

4 

21 

7 
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Offensive  AccijiiP.ulation 
Refuse  receptacles 
Dar.ipness 

Reefs  and  Rainwater  Pipes 
Floors 

i/alls  and  Ceilings 
Water  supplies 
Miscellaneous 


No. 


of  Visit 


21 

15 

6 

5 

18 

53 


Total  nivtiber  of  visits 


266 


